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1 . LONG-DISCUSSED AIRLINE SERVICE BETWEEN THE USSR AND BENIN 
WAS INAUGURATED NOV 17 WITH ARRIVAL OF A "TOUPOLEV 154" AT 
COTONOU AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO THE NOVEMBER 18 EDITION OF 
GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED DAILY "EHUZU", THERE WILL BE REGULAR 
FLIGHTS BETWEEN MOSCOW AND COTONOU WITH STOPS IN TRIPOLI AND 
NDJAMENA. 

2. IN AN INTERVIEW PRINTED IN SAME EDITION OF EHUZU, BENINESE 
TRANSPORTATION MINISTER AHOUEYA NOTED THAT A COMMERCIAL AIR 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE USSR AND BENIN HAD BEEN SIGNED ON DEC 17, 
1975 BUT HAD NOT BEEN PUT INTO EFFECT UNTIL NOW ON ACCOUNT 
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OF THE RATIFICATION PROCEDURES REQUIRED BY BOTH THE SOVIET 
AND THE BENINESE GOVERNMENTS. MOREOVER, ACCORDING TO 
THE MINISTER, SUFFICIENT TIME WAS NECESSARY TO ARRANGE 
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL IN BOTH CAPITALS. AT THE 
SAME TIME, AHOUEYA SAID THAT AIR AFRIQUE, AS BENIN'S NATIONAL 
AIRLINE, IS THE FIRM ENTERPRISE WHICH HAS BEEN DESIGNATED TO 
EXPLOIT TRAFFIC RIGHTS GRANTED BETWEEN USSR TO BENIN. 

3. COMMENT: LIKE ECONOMIC AID REPORTED REFTEL, LATEST 
SOVIET MOVE IS EFFORT TO PUT INTO EFFECT A PROJECT PREVIOUSLY 
AGREED UPON BUT NOT YET IMPLEMENTED. USSR PROBABLY HAS TIMED 
THESE STEPS TO COINCIDE WITH NOV 30 REVOLUTION DAY 
PREPARATIONS IN ORDER TO REAP ADDITIONAL PROPAGANDA BENEFITS 
BY MAKING TWO YEAR OLD AGREEMENTS APPEAR TO BE NEW INITIATIVES. 
THOMPSON 
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